
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Youth Ministers, Pastoral Ministers, and Chaplains, 

 

Greetings!  We are in the process of planning the Diocesan World Youth Day retreat scheduled this 

school year for the weekend of February 21-23 at Bishop Luers High School.  We are excited about 

working to grow this opportunity for the high school teens in our diocese!  We hope that this retreat 

can allow our young people to experience the larger Church, continue to be inspired by the Pope’s 

message to them, and encounter Christ in the people, prayer, messages, and especially the Sacraments 

offered throughout the weekend. 

 

One of our goals for this year is to create a Diocesan Youth Leadership team that can provide input into 

planning and assist with implementing the retreat.  We are emailing to ask for your help in putting this 

team together.  We would like to ask you to please think of one to three teens from your parish or 

school who you feel would enjoy and meet the responsibilities of serving on this team.  We are looking 

for teens who are committed to growing in their faith, who regularly practice their faith and are 

involved in their parish and school, who reflect joy for our Church, and who show a desire to serve their 

peers.  We are hoping to have teens on this team who attended World Youth Day in Panama, but this is 

not a requirement.   

 

Attached to this email is a letter to give to the high school teen(s) who you would like to nominate to 

serve on this team.  The letter describes generally their roles on the team and lists what is expected of 

them.  Our first meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 14th in the evening.  This meeting is 

planned as a video conference where the teens will meet at either the Noll Center in Ft. Wayne or the 

JPII Center in Mishawaka.  Please encourage your teens to share this letter with their parents and 

guardians as they are discerning if they are able to serve on the team.  

 

After thinking of teens and discussing the attached letter with them, please encourage them to send 

in an application to the Office of Youth Ministry if they are able to accept this opportunity.  We 

have asked them to do this and have given them the email address for John Pratt in their letter.  We are 

hoping to have the team together by early November, 2019. 

 

If you have any questions about this, please do not hesitate to contact us.  We hope that the 

opportunity to serve on this team will inspire your teens to come back home and serve as even better 

leaders in your communities.  Thank you so much for your help!  Please look for more specific details 

about the retreat coming your way soon!      

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Diocesan WYD Planning Team  


